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IE EVOLUTION AND THE 


REVOLUTION OF TRUSTS 


Before the Brooklyn Co-operat’”e 
ub, which meets at the home of Eu- 
.jene V. Brewster, Rev. Charle.s H. Vail 
■ recently spoke on the “Evolution ami 
.Revolution of Trusts." From the ad¬ 
dress the following passages are taken; 

“In order to thoroughly understand 
revolution of industry which the 
'trusts have effected, we need to trace 
irtbe processes of industrial evolution 
Jjrhich have culminated in these great 
^peganizations of capital. Industry has 
sed through several stages of devel¬ 
opment. Beginning with the handicraft 
Otage of the middle ages it passed 
through -the manufacturing stage and 
i on into the factory .stage which began 
in the last third of the eighteenth cen- 
.turv’. This last period was introduced 
by a .series of inventions and improve¬ 
ments which completely revolutionized 
industry. The production of this pe¬ 
riod, being based upon mechanical in¬ 
vention and a far-reaching division of 
labor, is essentially social production. 
The change in the form of protluction 
which resulted from the industrial revo¬ 
lution wrought the downfall of the 
small producer and reduced the once 
independent handicraftsman to the level 
of a wage slave. The result of turning 
the limited implements of production 
into mighty powers, precluded individ¬ 
ual ownership on the part of the work¬ 
ers. Not only had the tools become so¬ 
cial in character; that is, such as could 
only be operated by co-operative labor, 
but the vast cost of the new implements 
rendered their possession by the labor¬ 
ers impos.sible. This condition neces¬ 
sarily gavy rise to the capitalist class, 
the owner's of the instruments of pro¬ 
duction. As a result of this appropria¬ 
tion of the means of livelihood the la¬ 
borers were reduced to servitude and 
dependence. 

‘.‘When the tools first became social 
in character they were owned by indi¬ 
vidual capitalists’. But the development 
of industry soon necessitated the mass¬ 
ing of large capital, and as it became 
difficult for the indindual to furnish 'the 
requisite means the joint stock com¬ 
pany arose. The next phase of this 
evolution was the union of these cenn- 
panies into trusts. The rapid trustifi¬ 
cation of industr>' during tlie last few 
years has been' phenomenal. The trust, 
however, is a perfectly natural and log¬ 
ical outcome of competitive industry. It 
is the result of the efficiency of capital 
in large masses, .-\ssociated capital and 
machinery are requisite to efficient and 
economical production. These great 
organizations of capital make possible 
the saving of labor by dispensing \vith 
the services of armies of advertisers, 
drummers, canvassers, clerks, etc., vvho 
only exist for the piijpose of attracting 
the attention of the public to various 
competing firms. - 

"'The reason why the trust is re¬ 
garded by many as an evil is because 
society, as at present constituted, is not 
benefited by all this economy in pro¬ 
duction and distribution. The saving 
thus effected goes into the pockets of 
the capitalists who have monopolized 
the control of industry. If the organi¬ 
zation of industry is effective in reduc¬ 
ing the cost of production, and society 
as a whole is not benefited by the im¬ 
proved method, the trouble is not with 
the principle of combination but with 
its private ownership and control. If 
the people wish to enjoy the benefits of 
the trusts they must own them. ,\s 
the principle of combination, which is 
the embodiment of the tnist, is sound, 
it ought to be extended to the whole so¬ 
cial order. We protest, however, 
again.st leaving such an effective prin¬ 
ciple in the hands of private individuals 
to be exploited for private profit. We 
demand that every industrv’ shall be sys¬ 
tematized and organized; in other 
words, trustified; and we further de¬ 
mand that all industries shall be col¬ 
lectively owned and operated for the 
benefit of all the people. When the 
trust is socialized the evils w'hich result 
from private ownershin will disappear, 
leaving only the benefits which result 
from co-operation. Socialists, then. 


see'* to perfect the trust, extend it and 
utilize it for the benefit of all. 

“The revolution of industry wrought 
by the evolution of trusts is resuting in 
the downfall of the middle class of small 
producers and distributors, just as the 
iniroduction of the machine wrought 
the downfall of hand labor. .■\s the la¬ 
borers cried out against the machine, so 
the middle class ate crying out against 
the tru.st. But the trust, like the ma¬ 
chine, is the natural product of indus¬ 
trial evolution. The trust is the great 
labor displacer used by big, capitalists 
in eliminating tb small fry. It is no 
wonder then that this class of small pro- 
ducers_ should cry. 'Down with the 
trusts.' To succeed they must have the 
aid of the laboring class, and so have 
endeavored to beguile the workers into 
supporting this middle-class policy. It 
is the old trick of using the working 
class as a tool to fight the battles of the 
masters. But fortunately the working 
class is awakening to- its own interests, 
and perceives that this denunciation, by 
the middle class, of the trust, is not in 
behalf of labor; however loud the pro¬ 
fessions. but in behalf of its own exi.st- 
ence. . This outcry does not mean the 
betterment of labor. The tools of pro¬ 
duction today are social and can only 
be operated by co-operative labor. This 
fact precludes the possibility of individ¬ 
ual ownership of the tools by the labor¬ 
ers. The destruction of the trusts, 
then, does not mean that the iust''u- 
ments of production can be owned by 
the laborers; it only means that these 
instruments could then be owned by 
smaller combinations of caiiital; that 
is, by the middle class. 

"If the middle-class program were 
carrieil out it would simply mean an 
increase in the number of exploiters. 
Labor would still be dependent, the 
sqme as now. upon those who own the 
means of production. Is there anyone 
so foolish as to contend that labor*' 
woukl be better off by increasing the 
number of parasites? The whole anti¬ 
trust movement is in the interest of the 
cla.ss of smalt proprietors who are being 
pinched by modern industry, fhe tri- 
umjih of this class would in no way im¬ 
prove the lot of the workers, they would 
still be non-possessing dependents 
whose labor-power woulfl be bought in 
the open market at its competitive 
value. The method of the small em¬ 
ployer is precisely like that of the large, 
arid the smaller the field of operation 
the more profit he must extract from 
labor in order to live in idleness. The 
laboring cla.ss. then, are not interested 
in the (ireservation of the middle class 
and their wasteful system of industrial 
competition. The very fact that com¬ 
petition is being supplanted by combi¬ 
nation. evidences that the former is 
wasteful and injurious. The middle- 
class policy is absurd. Tlierc is no pos¬ 
sibility of returning to any of the stages 
out of which we have evolved. Nothing 
could be more Utopian than the free 
competition of the past. That condi¬ 
tion has forever passed away into in¬ 
nocuous desuetude. The passing of in¬ 
dustry from the hand-.stage into the era 
of social organized labor meant the 
death of the old competitive order. Mo- 
.nopoly has come and come to stay— 
the people must own the trusts or the 
trusts will own the people. 

“We welcome the trust, not as a final¬ 
ity but as a step toward Socialism. The 
trust is doing excellent work in organ¬ 
izing industry and preparing the way 
for the co-operative commonwealth. It 
is a pioneer of progres.s—an uncon¬ 
scious forerunner of Socialism. As the 
trusts are social instruments, they 
should be owned in common. This is 
the only way to abolish the incongruity 
between social production and capitalist 
appropriation. The place of the pres¬ 
ent despotic system of industry we pro¬ 
pose a social democracy. Social or in¬ 
dustrial- democracy is in the line of 
economic evolution, and is certain of 
attainment. Every careful discemer of 
the times knows that the social revolu¬ 
tion is at hand. Every vote cast for 
Socialism hastens the day of economic 
emancipation.” 


France 

The men and women employed in 
pps in Paris have at last formed a 
ion. They complain that though 
minally they are supposed to leave at 
n the evening, yet in many cases they 
ve to stay much later. The shopmen 
1 shopwomen have much to complain 
their hours are long, their food bad, 
', if they live in the house, their 
-pirig accommodation is detestable, 
1 the women are subject to offier per- 
wfaich are not exaggerated in Zola’s 
"! Bonheur des Dames.” The posi- 
of the men and women employed 
Je Socialist stores in Belrinm seems 
he very good, and it would be advis- 
t if similar stores could be started 


There is a strike at Carraaux among 
the miners, and they are having a very 
hard fight with the masters. 

The Assumptionist Fathers have 
been ordered by the Pope to give up 
their scurrilous newsjMper, La Croix. 
^ they have obeyed his Holiness’ com¬ 
mand, not by discontinuing the paper, 
but by scelling it to'a s^mdicate. And 
this is a sample of ob^ence to the 
Pope’s orders. 


Summer is here, but thousands of the 
dty children will not see nature this 
summer, except when it rains, or when 
the sun gets at a proper angle to shine 
down in their alley. 


RALLYING SONG 

Inscribed to S. D. P. Branches 
By H. S. CcDcvra Lake 

The storm is on ns, ship ahoy! 

Rally, boys, rally! 

But never mind the sly decoy. 

Rally, rallyi rally. 

Our ship is rakc«{ on all her sides. 

Sail on, sail on, vviiate’er betides. 

Rally, boys, rally. 

The night is dark, the stars are few. 
Rally, boys, rally! 

These crises, they are never new. 

Rally, rally, rally. 

Our captain, crew, all hands on deck. 
The light is there, though but a speck. 
Rally, boys, rally. 

The storm will rage, no matter, though. 
Rally, boys,' rally I . . 

We have the commonwealth in tow, 
Rallyy rally, rally. 

.•\round the canij)fires yet to be 
We'll tell of hqw ‘we sailed the sea. 

.•Ml ropes made taut, onr fait flag free, 
'Mamrvd by the brave Democracy, 

Rally, boys, rally. 

Olympia, Wash., .\jiril 26, 1900. 

Art In it Ititeli 

Wm. Morris says that art is "the ex- 
jiression of man's joy in labor." What 
a definition of art? Do you think there 
is very much joy in digging a sewer 
ditch at 50 cents a day? Can you see 
much of art in a man's life who is com¬ 
pelled to live on less than -$200 for a 
year ? 

Under the private contract system of 
labor in one of the cities of Ohio last 
year, the contmetor put laborers in 
competition with each other for the 
work of digging a sewer by the foot, 
with the result, as 1 told the civil en¬ 
gineer of that city, that those laborers 
received less than 50 cents a day. In 
another city of Ohio laborers on the 
street improvement amf repair received 
less than S200 for their year's work, the 
labor market being so overstocked that 
they could only be employed less than 
half time in order that all might have a 
little work. Vet in that .same city there 
arc men who used the streets and piletl 
u|) in profits hundreds of thousands of 
dollars, wholly unconscious of their 
guilt in using streets kept up at the cost 
of the lives of other men.—Samuel M. 
Jores, Toledo. 


Internatloiiul Congress 
Our comrades of the French Social¬ 
ist Comite d'Entente have issued a cir¬ 
cular of invitation to the great Interna¬ 
tional .Socialist Congress to be held in 
Paris this year. The Co'ngress is fixed 
for the 23d to the 28th of September 
next. It sets out the conditions under 
which the Congress has been called, the 
basis t(f representation, and the (|ues- 
tions which arc to bo ct)nsidered. .-Ml 
working-class organizations will be en¬ 
titled to be reppesemed at the Congress 
which accept the principles of Socialism, 
i. e.. the .socialization of the means of 
production, and the compiest of politi-. 
cal power by the workers organize<l in 
a distinct proletarian party; and all 
trade unions which, while not taking an 
active part in the political ■ movement, 
recognize the class war and the neces¬ 
sity for political action, .-Xmong the 
subjects set down for consideration are: 
International organization; the consti¬ 
tution and organization of the working- 
class party in the different countries; 
the expropriation of the bourgeoisie; 
the socialization of the means of pro¬ 
duction ; international peace, militar¬ 
ism. the abolition of standing armies; 
colonial politics, ami trusts. Tliere is 
every reason to hope for a large, im¬ 
portant, and successful congress. 


Belgium 

A vigorous speech was made the oth¬ 
er day at the Maison du Peuple at La 
Louvnerc by the .\bbe Daens in favor 
of old-age pensions. The government 
has made some projiosals, but they are 
quite inadequate. 

The-Socialists at .\ntwerp have deter¬ 
mined to ntn several candidates at the 
general election; they were going to 
agree on a joint list with the Liberals, 
but they have decided to act independ¬ 
ently. 

The Maison du Peuple of Brussels 
has just published its accounts for the 
last six months of 1899, the profits 
come to £8,600. After allowing for de¬ 
preciation and for propaganda funds, 
part of the profits are returned to pur¬ 
chasers. But the institution has done 
even more good by putting a stop to 
the credit system and at the same time 
selling only goods of the best quality. 

Bulgaria 

It is reptorted from Budapest that a 
Socialist movement is developing in 
Bulgaria and that the peasants are re¬ 
fusing to pay taxes. But it is very 
doubtful if this is a Socialistic revolt, as 
Socialism in the Balkan Peninsula is a 
purely academic movement, and it is 
much more likely that the trouble there 
is agrarian and anti-dynastic. 


SUCCESS OF SOCIAL DEMOCRATS 

IN ELECTION AT MARION, IND. 


The center of interest for Social 
Democrats in Indiana.on May l was 
Marion. Ind. As a result of the local 
election in that place the party now has 
two jrepresentatives in the city council, 
who will retain their .seats for four 
years. Comrade J. W. Kelley receivetl 
a majority of seven in a ward usually 
having a Republican majorit-.' of 300, 
while Comrade Croke. in a ,urec-cbr- 
nered fight between Republicans. 
Democrats and Social Democrats, car¬ 
rier! his ward with a majority of 45. 

Tfie .Marion Daily Chronicle (Rep.) 
in an appreciative editorial said: “The 
existence of socialistic sentiment is a 
thing to which the Chronicle has timtr' 
and again called attention, but it has 'al¬ 
ways been received by the majority yf 
readers with incredulity. To the ph- 
server the grrmth of this sentiment for 
years has been clear. C)vcr and over 
again the Chronicle has spoken of it. 
.Ml over Christendom SocM.-ilism has 
been growing and growing for a quar¬ 
ter of a century. The growth has lieen 
stearly. In Germany .Socialists com- 
maml more votes at the polls and more 
voles in parliament than aity'other po¬ 
litical partv. It has no majority, it is 
true, but it has a plurality, ami it has 
been rapidly on the increase. TiTe Lon¬ 
don and Paris councils are under the 
domination of that sentiment. The 
growth in this country has been none 
(he less constant, though it has not 
been .so apparent on the .surface. There 
are several causes for this which have 
beetl mentioned in these columns more 
than once, and which wifl have attention 
again. 

".\nother factor in the First ward is 
the popularity of Mr. Kelley. .-Ml who 
know him believe in his sincerity. The 
same may be said of his opponent, it is 
true, but the latter is not so well known. 
Here it is proper to .say of .Mr. Kelley- 


that all who know him have absolute 
confidence that he will do what he be¬ 
lieves right, regardless of all other con¬ 
siderations. To what degree he will re¬ 
duce his itleas to practical work for the 
advancement of the city remains to be 
seen, but everybody knows that he will 
do just what he believes he ought to do. 
Then, too, he brings to bear upon his 
work not only a conscientious regard 
for duty, but also a keen intelligence 
which is known only to those who come 
closely in contact with him. 

"The electfon of Mr. Croke was pre¬ 
dicted by some active Republicans, and 
yet it was thought that the division of 
the opposition Vote would give .Mr. 
Jones a plurality. Mr. Croke's elec¬ 
tion is due to the same influence that 
elected Mr. Kelley. Among the work¬ 
ingmen in the Evans factory, and every¬ 
where where he is known, he is very 
]>opular. is .said to be very intelligent, 
and it was freely predicted that among 
those in his neighborhood he would 
command a solid vote. In addition to 
his per.sonal itopularity he brings to 
bear a general information on current 
social (|uestions which few persons pos¬ 
sess. and in argument there arc not 
many who can cope with him. That he 
i.s most popular among those who know 
him best is a tribute to his personality 
that etpials anything that can be said 
rtf anylxjdy. In .this contest, too. So¬ 
cialistic sentiment was a factor which' 
is to be considered in such contests far 
more than most people are willing to 
admit. It-is a fact, and a |)otcnt one, 
aiifl is not to be pooIiTpoohcd out of ex¬ 
istence." 

The workingmen of Marion have 
honored themselves in thus electing 
representatives of their ''' • , and the 
Herald extends heartv . .gratulations 
to the comrades o- signal sriccess- 
in their first car" 


SOCIAL DEMOCRATS 

CELEBRATE MAY DAY 

Last Sunday afternoon witnessed a 
May Day, celebrati(m tyt Milwaukee un¬ 
der the auspices of Social Democrats, 
ft was inaugurated with a paraile fol¬ 
lowed by a mass meeting at Schlitz 
Park, with speeches by Seymour Sted- 
man of Chicago and Dr. Titus N'oelke! 
of .Milwaukee. 

The parade formed in front of the 
Exposition building shortly after 1 
o'clock and marched down State street 
to Third with members of the Federat¬ 
ed Trades council at the head, preceded 
only by Bach’s band, which led the par¬ 
ticipants in the demonstration to the 
park. There were nearly fifty members 
of the Trades Council in line, and the 
-Moldcrs’ Union followed with about 
(JO men reiiresented. 

The Carriage and Wagon Makers' 
Union, whose members are now out on 
a strike for the recognition of the union, 
were then seen in line, with almost the 
entire union iriembership of 150 men. 
and the fifteen branches of the Social 
Democracy in the different parts of the 
city followed with nearly 200 men, the 
remainder . of the members of the 
branches Being scattered among the 
various Isttor unions in line. 

The Brewers’ Union, with a member¬ 
ship of nearly 500 marchers, followed 
with Mayr’s band at the head, and after 
them came stationary engineers and 
firemen, who in turn were followed by 
the men of the Brewery Teamsters’ 
Union, who brought up the rear of the 
|)arade with the exception of members 
of various unions which were not offi¬ 
cially participants in the demonstration. 

.•\s the parade marched on Third 
from State to Chestnut, Winnebago, 
Eleventh and Walnut streets, there 
were numerous banners carried by the 
various organizations, among which 
was one inscribed, "Debs for Presi¬ 
dent,” “Shorter Hours, Higher Wages, 
Mean Better Morals and Nobler Man¬ 
hood.” Banners with such inscriptions 
as “When Brains Vote, Ideas, Not 
Men, Rule,” and “To-day the Trust, 
To-morrow the Deluge,” were com¬ 
mon. “Why Are You Against Social¬ 
ism? Because You Know So Little 
About It,” was followed by “Do Not 
Talk Politics in the Union, by Order of 
the Boss,” was the inscription displayed 
by one of the paraders. All along the 
line of march there were cheers from 
the people who had turned out to see 
the demonstration. 

The program opened at Schlitz park 
at about 4 o’clock and after music by 
Bach’s orchestra, Miss Metha Bochert 
recited William Morris’ “The March of 
the Workers,” followed by Charles 
Mackay’s, “Call for Revolution,” as an 
encore. The Socialistic Maennerchor 
rendered two musical numbers and 
Comrade Stedman then gave a short 
address. 

"The demonstration to-day," he said. 


"is an cxitressien of the sentiment of 
the world that -there are no clans or 
sects in the world of laboring me". 
There is a struggle on the part of all 
humanity for the economic independ¬ 
ence of every man. woman and child, 
and it Was not always the case that 
workmen could . get together as they 
have done to-day. A few years ago \ve 
had the strike at Home’stead. .-Xs a re¬ 
sult of that .strike Rinkertonism was 
done away with, but the capitalists 
found at Chicago.a few years later, -that 
the national soldiers could do their 
work even better than did Pinkerton. 
Now we have the government by in¬ 
junction developing, until a 'judge in 
.New York has enjoined workmen from 
giving financial assistance to their strik¬ 
ing fellows. 

"The educational facilitie.s- are being 
curtaileil. Why? The ignorant,are the 
most servile tools of the jilutocracy and 
there is no chance for Socialism among 
the most depraved and ignorant of the 
world. We find the g'eat powers of 
government used to curtail the liberty 
of workingmen. ' It will refuse, aid to 
(he workmen, but its strength' is given 
to the men of the itrevailing class, the 
rich. It will not give a bounty to the 
striking miners of the Coeitr d’.-Mcne as 
it docs to the sugar trust. The capital¬ 
ist organizes the trust, and laws and 
franchises arc passed for his a.ssistancc. 
Trades unions do not seem io recog¬ 
nize the necessity of bringing the gov¬ 
ernment to aid their class. If the men 
of the shoi)s showed their power at the 
polls the legislators would shift their as- 
.sistance to the workingmen instead of 
giving it to the employers. When you 
once come together at the ballot box 
you will find that the employers Will 
grant what you ask. to perpetuate their 
own existence. Our success would not 
be the success of .the classes, but the de¬ 
struction of all classes. When people 
realize our wishes they will come to us 
and there will be a new social system 
prevailing and freedom for all." 


OalDS at Terre Haute 

Terre Haute comrades polled 223 
votes for James Hatchell, 207 for 
John C. Kingery, and 210 for James E. 
Wall for councilmen at large. Slight in¬ 
terest was taken in the election, as but 
Oo j)er cent of the vote was cast. The 
comrades made no extra effort in this 
election, as we are saving our energy 
and finances for the fall election. The 
highest vote polled in 1808 (county elec¬ 
tion) was 260, lowest 56, an average of 
about 80 for the city. Our gain is about 
140 straight Socialist votes. Look out 
for Hoosierdom! Jas. Oneal. 

The Social Democrats at Jackson¬ 
ville, III., organized a branch January 
I, 1900, and fought their first political 
battle on the 17th of April. Th^ elect¬ 
ed two members of the board of educa¬ 
tion, Comrades H. Hering and Benj. J. 
Miller. 
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THE REFERENDUM 

On the question submitted to the 
membership in the Herald of April 7, 
" Is union between the Social Demo¬ 
cratic Party and the Socialist Labor 
Party faction desirable?” it is possible 
to give only the aggregate vote for and 
against the union proposed; next week 
a detailed and tabulated report by 
branches will be published. The total 
vote received is 2,152, divided as 
follows : 

For union ' . • 939 
AgaiiiNt uiiioii 1,213 

Theodore Debs, 

National Secretary.' 


EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETIMG 

At a meeting of the executive board 
held May 6, the resignation of Jesse 
Cox was accepted with expressions of 
great appreciation for his faithful and 
constant attention to the requirements 
of the position he has filled with com¬ 
plete satisfaction to all acquainted wjth 
him and the demands made upon him 
during the past two years. 


When you buy an article worth $25 
or over, something out of the usual run 
of household goods, you get a friend 
who understands that particular line of 
goods to go along with you. Why? 
You acknowledge in so doing that the 
capitalistic system of production as op¬ 
posed to the socialistic system, does not 
stimulate to action the best efforts .of 
the workingman. The goods were made 
to sell; not to wear, to eat, or to arouse 
admiration. 

.\ good price will somStimes buy a 
fine article, but all cheaper articles of 
the .same line are imitations more or 
less like the good article, according to 
the price paid. Thus there are fifty 
makes of pianos, the same of bicycles, 
tyi?bwriters, carriages, watches, etc., all 
equally "honest goods”—according to 
the/salesmSn. 


During the past three centuries we 
have had what we consider a large 
number of master painters, musicians, 
authors and scientific men, who have 
struggled to the front in spite of the 
capitalistic system that has developed 
tluring that time. They have fought 
against poverty, cu.stom and the de¬ 
mands of relatives who wanted to see 
them “get along" in the bu.siness world, 
and yet they stand out as bright stars in 
a dark sky. We do not know what 
architecture, painting, music and sci¬ 
ence have in store for the twentieth 
century man and woman. 


One of the Social Democrats elected 
to the city council of Brockton, Mass., 
against the expressed will of the mem¬ 
bers of his branch, voted in favor of a 
prirate franchise on the ground that his 
constituency, irrespective of the wishes 
of his comrades in the S. D. P., also 
favored it. The result was an accept¬ 
ance of his resignation frotp public oj^ 
fice by the branch, but the capitalistic 
members of the council stood by him 
and he declined to retire from the coun¬ 
cil. He was then expelled from mem¬ 
bership in the Social Democratic Party. 


One of the organizations identified 
with the progressive labor movement is 
the Worknien’s Sick and Death Benefit 
Fund, which is represented in Chicago 
by several branches, one of which. No. 
77, meets the last Sunday in the month 
at 3 p. m., at Ehlert’s Hall, corner of 
Eighteenth and Loomis streets. This 
organization has a record of fifteen 
years. The secretary of Branch 77 is F. 
Rose, 857 W. Twenty-first street, who 
will be glad to give any information de¬ 
sired. 


Everywhere the work of the newer 
branches is characterized by the fame 
energy and enthusiasm that has marked 
the record of the older ones in the past. 
At Coffeen, HI., our comrades polled 37 
straip[fat Socialist votes at Uie township 
deebon last week, and for village jus¬ 
tice Comrade Chunpe received 102 
TOtes against aia for his demo-repub¬ 
lican opponent. 


THE FUTURE OF DEMOCRACY 

No thorough student of American 
politics will deny the statement that 
there has never been any real democ¬ 
racy in America. There were many 
things quite admirable in the old party 
of Jefferson and Jackson, and there is 
indeed much that is admirable in the 
present Democratic party of Bryan, .Alt- 
geld, George Fred Williams, etc. But 
the word “democratic” does not always 
mean democracy any more than the 
word convict means rogue. Tlie Re¬ 
publican party to-day claims to be as 
democratic as the Democratic jiarty, 
but the Republican party is just as anti¬ 
democratic as it is anti-republican. So 
is the Democratic party. Both of these 
parties mean the perpetration of the 
present wage system of capitalism—the 
Republican party representing the capi¬ 
talistic class and the Democratic party 
representing the great but rapidly dis¬ 
appearing middle class. The Republican 
party believes in fostering and assisting 
those grand industrial. organizations 
known as trusts, while the Democratic 
party believes in harassing, restricting 
or destroying them. Unconsciously the 
corrupt Republican party is doing valu¬ 
able work for the cause of Socialism, 
and unconsciously the Democratic 
party is doing much to retard the ad¬ 
vance of Socialism. To again put the 
Democratic party in power would be to 
take a step backward. To retain the 
Republican party in power for four 
more years would be to take a step for¬ 
ward. Caiiitalisni and trusts are natural 
products of industrial evolution and the 
very best thing that could.be is four 
more years of uninterrupted capitalism. 
Then its natural life will have been 
spent. When a doctor is consulted 
about a boil that has just appeared 
upon his patient he naturally concludes 
that there are impurities in the blood 
that must be removetl. 1 le could easjly 
drive the boil away, but it would be only 
for a short time, because the impurities 
would still remain and must some time 
be removed. The best thing wtHild be 
to bring the bothersome nuisance to a 
natural head—not to prolong the suffer¬ 
ing or to temporarily relieve it. 

The Democratic party would drive 
the boil away temporarily only to see it 
reappear later bringing with it more 
terrible consequences. ITie small capi¬ 
talists, or the middle class, who control 
the Democratic party_, would gladly 
cru-sli the trust and become exploiters 
ihemselves, but they will never succeed. 
The big c.apitalists of the Republican 
party will not permit it, and it is well. 

.As to the elections this fall, it looks 
as though there would be four sets of 
candidates in the field besides the regu¬ 
lar Socialist can<lidates---McK.inley and 
Bryan, an anti-imperialistic Republican, 
and a gold 'Democrat. I doubt if the 
Populists will cut much figure. Most 
of them will join the Socialists, and the 
others will support Bryan. It looks as 
though Admiral Dewey will be the gold 
Democratic nomination, and if he does 
he may defeat McKinley. But one of 
the two will surely be elected, and with 
four more years of capitalism, the way 
will be prepared for the incoming co¬ 
operative commonwealth, for Socialism, 
which I think will carry the election in 
1904. It is very plain that the duty of 
all Socialists this year is to stand by the 
Socialist candidates. It is almost wicked 
to do otherwise. With a million votes 
to their credit next November, the 
party will be filled with new energy and 
supreme confidence in the future. 

The future of democracy in America, 
therefore, depends upon what Socialists 
do this year. The larger their vote the 
sootier will come the democracy of the 
future. 

EUGENE V. BREWSTER. 

Brooklyn. N. Y. 


A B C DF SDCIALISM 

Every man has a right to work to 
keep himself alive without let or 
hindrance from any other man. 

Every worker has a right to all he 
has produced. 

Every man has a right to work un¬ 
der such conditions as will give him the 
most for the least. 

The trusts have demonstrated that 
co-operation produces most for the 
least outlay. 

Society creates all values, therefore 
all values belong to society for the good 
of all. 

Society gives all value to all inven¬ 
tions. 

If there were no society, a corner lot 
in San Francisco would have no value. 

If there were but one man, his mil¬ 
lion-acre farm, with its millions of cat¬ 
tle, would be worthless as pebbles. 
Nay more, his own life would have no 
v-alue, it would not; be..worth the living. 

If there were no boarders, the land¬ 
lord would buy no butter and the dairy 
would have no value. 

Socialism holds that these truths are 
self-evident and it therefore boldly pro¬ 
claims that all franchises, all laws that 
give individuals the control of values 
are legalized robbery—the cause of all 
trusts, all wars, all poverty, and most of 
the crimes that have buried so many, 
so-called civilizations—they are the 
source of the danger now threatening 
human liberty. 

Socialism, however, does not propose 
to meddle with the deiui past. It wishes 
to think no more of those old wars and 
horrid tales. It$ ways are peace and 
good will. 


It will address itself to the present— 
It will construct and operate railroads 
at cost and let Huntington charge $5.90 
or $5 to San Francisco, and get it if he 
can. 

It will use checks as a universal clear¬ 
ing house, and let banks loan money at 
per cent if they can. 

Labor will farm its own lands and let 
Lux . and Miller farm their millions 
alone, if they can; 

Ten days of this will teach the 
haughty millionaire that his riches are 
nothing but a cunning legal contriv'ance 
borrowed from bloorly Rome, which en¬ 
ables him to lawfully seize and hok' the 
products of other men’s toil. 

In Brockton, Mass., 21,000 people 
produced over $21,000,000 of shoes at 
factory price. This is over $5,000 for 
every shoemaker, who took $600 of his 
own product for his pay and turned 
over $4400 to his master for the priv¬ 
ilege of working. Brockton is now So-' 
cialist and the arrogant master will be 
poor as soon as the workmen leave 
his mill to co-operate in one of their 
own. His mill will be as worthless as 
Huntington’s railroad, but as the boss 
goes down, the people will rise; they 
will keep that $4400. 

This is Socialism, or universal co-op¬ 
eration. To say it will do away with 
all incentive to labor, is simply to say, 
John Jones cares more for his family 
alone than he does for the whole workl, 
his own family included. 

Depepd upon it. men arc too selfish 
to let this good thing go by. It will en¬ 
able every man to produce the most for 
the least and to keep his own product. 

Then the great instinct to which 
Christ appealed. “Do as you would be 
done by” will be supreme—nay, it i.s ?Ti- 
preme even now. for in spite of all the 
evil and anguish engendered by legisla¬ 
tion, for every bad deed men do, there 
are ten good ones; otherwise the race 
would peri.sh. 

When all products can be bad at cost 
the saloon will cease to be, for it is run 
only for profit, 

Tbe movement is international and 
we arc coming a hundretl million 
strong.—M. \’. Rork. 

Fresno. Cal. 


SOCIALISM’S PROPHECY 

.\n address delivered by Harry I'. 
Dyrull, on .April 30. lyoo. before tbe 
I'ranklin l.iierarv Societv of Brookivn. 
X. Y. 

1 have been asked to speak on tbe 
subject of Socialism’s Prophecy, and 1 
think it best in tbe few minutes allotted 
to me to explain to you in my crude and 
bumble way the ideas of Socialism. 
From that, you will see wbat Socialism 
is and after seeing wbat it is you can¬ 
not help bm seeing its inevitableness. 
Socialism’s Prophecy is, that, we will 
have Soe'ialisni and will elet't a Socialist 
national.ticket within the nc.xt decaele. 
One of the finest definitions of Social¬ 
ism, is one which appeared in the X. 
Journal last week, which you have 
probably read, yet I think it is worthy 
of repetition. It was written by my 
comrade and friend, Eugene A'. Brew¬ 
ster, and is headed, “Socialism—.A Defi¬ 
nition” (with apologies). “Socialism is 
a svsteni not to be appallird, corrupted 
or compromised. It knows’ no baseness, 
it cowers at no danger, it oppresses no 
weakness. Fearless, generous and hu¬ 
mane, it rebukes the arrogant, cherishes 
honor and sympathizes with the hum¬ 
ble. It asks nothing but what it con¬ 
cedes ; it concedes nothing but what it 
demands. Destructive only of Despot¬ 
ism it is the sole conservator of Liberty, 
Labor and Justice., It is the ripe fruit 
of democracy, the law of nature per¬ 
vading the land. It droppeth like the 
gentle rain from Heaven upon the place 
beneath equalizing opportunity, dispel¬ 
ling inequality, and restoring to every 
person his natural manhood. It breathes 
into the soul of I..abor.the life of the 
new world and raises it from the level 
of the beast. It restores to the produc¬ 
er his stolen implements of production, 
equitably distributes his products, and 
transforms the lowly slave into ripe and 
beauteous manhood. It not only ap¬ 
peals to selfish materialism, but to the 
highest moral and intellectual attributes 
known to our nature, yielding bread in 
abundance to the starving, moral food 
for the idealistic, and the highest con¬ 
ception of justice to all. The igpiorant, 
the vulgar, the base in spirit, may de¬ 
nounce it as a dangerous thing, but in 
the social ■and industrial evolution So¬ 
cialism shall show to all the world that 
its principles are eternal, its laws im¬ 
mutable, its claims indisputable and 
its consummation inevitable. It is 
an actual dream of the future 
]>aradise and sees in the present 
only a hideous nightmare. It seeks not 
to remedy or reform, but demands a 
peaceful revolution from slavery to 
equality, from tyranny to justice, from 
base and ignoble degradation to com¬ 
mon happiness and contentment. It is 
noble, it is sublime—the perfection of 
human endeavor, that, recognizing the 
mutuality of all true human interests, 
quickens the pulses of the statesman, 
nerves the pen of the scholar, invigor¬ 
ates the voice of the orator, and doubles 
the energy of'the toiler." 

Socialism to me is all that is beautiful 
and beneficial—the brotherhood of 
man. To the materiaSstic it is an ideal 
form of managing our affairs for the 
best interests of alL The ignorant look 
upon us as revolutionists; they only 




compliment us with their abuse. Our 
niain idea is, that the collectivity (that 
is all the people collectively) should own 
all the instruments of production and 
distribution. Some claim that this is 
not practical‘and some say if it is prac¬ 
tical that it will not be realized for hun¬ 
dreds of years, ’^ey say let us try and 
get as much temporary reliejf as pos¬ 
sible. I say no let us have a permanent 
and speedy cure. If you aim high, you 
may hit the middle, if you aim a little 
above the bottom you won’t strike 
mucb higher than the bottom. The ar¬ 
row of achievement in its flight always 
falls a prey to the law of gravitation. 
Some say, let us break up these huge 
inonopolies, the trusts, and all will be 
right. That is one of the most foolish 
arguments I have ever heard. To go 
back to old methods of competition and 
waste, a system where the object is to 
steal from your neighbor, steal his trade, 
steal his reputation; a system of the 
greatest roguery and the greatest 
thievery, getting the best of everything. 
W hy do we not break up (he postoffice?. 
That is a monopoly. It is true it could 
be managed imicb better than it is, but 
why? Because now the railroads com¬ 
pel the government to jiay exorbitant 
prices for carrying the mail, jirivate mo¬ 
nopolies control the prices of even such 
small things as the paper used foi 
stamps aiKl the card boanl used for pos¬ 
tals, and private monopolies control the 
price of everything else used by the 
po.stoffice. yet even as it is, is it not 
managed far better tbaii any competi¬ 
tive business.' .And it wouhl pav a 
much larger revenue did it not tin .so 
imtch educational work in carrying 
your books, newspapers and other edu¬ 
cational matter for almost nothing^ 
.And bow did tbe governinent get con¬ 
trol of the postoftice? The same wav as 
we profiose to get control of ;ill oilier 
monopolies now in private bands. .At 
first, mail was delivered by private mes¬ 
sengers. 'I hen a few of tliciii in one 
place got together and formed a little 
company, a few more .somewhere else 
formed another company, ami so on un¬ 
til there were many private companies. 
I•'inally all these companies got togeth¬ 
er and combined ; when their combina¬ 
tion bad been perfected, tbe govern¬ 
ment seized it by taking to itself all 
rights of delivering mail. Just compare 
tbe nietbods of the po.stoffice with those 
of the competitive birsincss methods, 
.'supposing you wanted to , send out 
about twenty-five Christmas presents 
and you hired a messenger and paid 
him fifty cents,apiece to deliver them, 
$I2..30 in all. Xe.xt door tef you Jones 
bad about twenty-five Cbristnias pres¬ 
ents to deliver, and be paid St2.50, and 
his neighbor bad twenty-five presents 
to be delivered, and so on. .Now, sup¬ 
posing you and Jones and another 
neighbor got together and hired one 
mam to deliver the seventv-five presents 
and you paid him $5 for doing it. In¬ 
stead of $37.50, which you three paid be¬ 
fore. you pay onIy $5, and save $32.50. 
Xow supposing you found that every 
man on your block had about twenty- 
five presents to be delivered and you 
called a meeting of them all in your 
liarlor some evening and you said, now 
we each have about twenty-five Christ¬ 
mas presents to deliver and I find that 
many of us have presents going to the 
same house or the house next door, 
and so you said let us all combine and 
hire ten men for $100 to deliver all of 
our presents, which they could do in 
one day, because they would leave five 
or six in one house and five or six next 
door and so on. If there were too of 
you, you would save the difference be¬ 
tween $100, \|fiich you pay the ten men, 
and $12.50. the total which you would 
have to pay to have each one’s present 
delivered separately. You see by sys¬ 
tematizing the work you would save the 
unnecessary labor of'many men. Some 
would say, well, that throws just so 
many out of work. What we want to 
do is to give men work, give employ¬ 
ment to labor. If that’s all they want 
to do why not let them all build a big 
tank on the seashore and work all day 
filling it with water and at night let all 
the water run out again or dig a big 
hole in the ground and then fill it up 
again. That would be giving employ¬ 
ment to labor. But that would be waste, 
it would be useless labor, non-produc¬ 
ing labor. If the commonwealth owned 
the soil we could take that same energy, 
that same labor and set it to work on 
some unoccupied field and produce 
bread for those that are now starving, 
or if the commonwealth owned the ma¬ 
chinery of production we could take 
that same labor and set it to work in 
the now idle factories to make clothes 
for those who now have none. What 
we must do is to eliminate this waste 
of labor and energy, this non-produc¬ 
ing labor and set it to work producing 
something instead of killing time with 
useless non-producing employment To 
go back to co-operation, if John Smith 
and I can save labor and push six large 
stones from our yard in one day by 
pushing them out both together and 
<^ly one each a day by slowly rolling 
them out each alone, is it not better for 
us to co-operate? Combination, co-op¬ 
eration IS a good thing. The trusts are 
a good thing; they are a fine co-oper¬ 
ative system. But it is the co-operation 
of the few to the detriment of the many 
\V^y not let us all co-operate? Let us 
all get in the trusts or own the trusts 
and co-operate for the mutual benefit of 
us alL Some say, how can you get info 



the trusts? They won’t let you ia Let 
the goveriiment take them as it did the 
postoffice. They have fattened on spe¬ 
cial pririleges granted them by the g^ 
ernment or community, they have in 
reality been created by the community 
and the community is entitled to own 
that which it has created. Some say if 
we had ideal socialism there would be 
no incentive of gain. 'That seems to be 
the chief objection to Socialism. When 
they say this, they have it in their 
minds that money is the only incentive 
of gain. Really, money is only one of 
iiiaiiy. There are the incentives of leav¬ 
ing your name to posterity, of gaining 
the admiration of your fellowmen, of 
being admired as great poets, great 
liaimers, sculptors, actors, etc. The love 
iM money is only one incentive and un- 
di^r our system it would be the love of 
the miser only, for money would be of 
no value except to look'lat. 'The op- 
poser of Socialism teaches that mw 
wotild rather do wrong than right; we 
say man would rather- do right than 
wrong, that if he had plenty to eat, 
plenty of clothes to wear and’ a place 
to sleep, that man would not steal or 
cheat. A'ou know you would rather 
not take the living of the storekeeper 
next door to you away if it was not that 
ISy doing it you would have more food 
anfl clothCf for yourself and family. You 
would rather live in peace with your 
neighbor if you could do so and both - 
have enough of the necessaries of life. 
•Man is at heart good, and you know it. 
.Another great olijection comes from 
the so-called middle class. They say: I 
do not want to give up what I’ve saved 
and share it with Jones who has not 
saved anything. There is not one of 
them, gentlemen, who would not give 
up a little house and lot for the promise 
of the government, to insure him and 
his. a chance to earn a living. Even if 
there he a few that wouldn’t; their 
house and lot will be finally taken by 
the larger capitalist, anvway, so they 
cannot lose any more through Social- 
i.sm. and they have everything to gain 
through it. .-And to close, let me say, in 
the words of the poet, Macaulay: 

"\Vc neiMt no aid of barricade to show a 
front to wrong. 

We liave a citadel in Truth more durable 
and strong. 

Calm words, great thoughts, unflinching faith 
have never striven in vain. 

They’ve won our battle many a time, and so 
they shall again." 


INTERNATIDNAL NOTES 

Austria 

The 11,060 miners at Kladnq have 
had to go back to work on the master's 
terms, after being on strike for nearly 
three months. If is the old .story of a 
strike being entered into without ade- 
<|uate, preparation. Strike is war, and 
it is no use fighting, however just the 
cause, if you are not well organized be¬ 
forehand. It is said,that the men are- 
going to form a strong union. 

The weavers at AA^arnsdorf have also 
gone back to work, and have succeed¬ 
ed in obtaining the ten-hour day. 

The new Polish Socialist paper pub¬ 
lished at Lemberg—^the Naprzod (For¬ 
ward)—is struggling with the Censor. 
It has already been seized four times, 
though it is barely a month old.. A 
French journalist under the Empire 
said that it was the Censor who en¬ 
abled a man to show if he was skillful 
or not. AVith a free press anyone could 
write, hut if it was a muzzled press then 
it required a clever man to wrhe and 
yet keep within the law. 

The Socialists at Lemberg have heU 
a great demonstration in favor of um- 
versal suffrage. 

liifforts are beine made in A’ienna lo 
establish a woman’s cliib. 

BishopLobos, of Tarnow, is dead. He 
was interesting as a surinval of an old- 
fa.shioned ecclesiastic; he never dallied 
with Socialism, but in his pastorals he 
used always to refer to Socialists as al¬ 
lies of the Devil and as inspired by evil 
spirits. And yet the poor old man saw 
Socialism increase in his diocese in Ga¬ 
licia. 


Gomiany 

A new hall has been built at Berlin— ' 

the German name is very long, as usual 3; 
—^bul the object of the hall is to provide ‘ 
a place for offices of the various trade it 
unions, and there is also a large hall, ). 
which can be used for meetings. ThC’ H’ 
place will be managed by the different 
trade unions, and will be very similar to J;| 
the Paris Bourse de Travail. 

The annual congress of the German J: 
Socialist Party will be held in Septem* 
ber at Mayence, in Rhenish Prussia. In I 
Easter week there were several local v 
congresses of Socialists, as, for examr Y 
pie, the Wurtemberg Congress at Stott-, 
gart. the Saxon at Dresden, and the ; 
German Poles at Berlin. - 

It is said that Dr. Arons, the lectoret < 
who was dismissed bv the Prussian got- 
ernment for being a Socialist, will be the ■ 
candidate of the party at Mag;deb*tf='2 
for the seat which is vacant thron[|Pj,1 
Oertel’s death. The choice, however, 
has not been finally made. 

_ Ciccotti has been selected as the ■ 
cialist candidate for one of the divM 
of Milan, and up till now there is 
other candidate. 
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Arizona Hoclalists 
in every comniunity should correspond 
with M. J. Casper, Box 178, Globe, Tuc- 
son, Ariz. Wc have pUms for keeping 
organizers in the field to organize 
branches in every town in Arizona be¬ 
fore November; 500 Socialists pledging 
^ cents per month each will do it. 

Don’t miss it—write at once. 


NEW BRANCHES 


“Its leading features are sufificiently 
plain. Socialism means the establish¬ 
ment of a free self-governing type of 
industry of the people, by the people, 
and for the people. The methods of 
production, distribution and exchange 
would be carried on by free associated 
workers. Tlic entire surplus of pro¬ 
duction, which now falls to the capital¬ 
ist, would be fairly divided among the 
operatives, thereby securing to each the 
ftill product of his lalior. 

.Another important point should be 
clearly understood: it is, that a social¬ 
istic government would provide the 
working classes with the necessaries of 
life at cost prices. 

The sycophants and hirelings of cap¬ 
italism tell you that Socialism is an im¬ 
practicable dream, impossible to re- 
,alize. But it is impossible for auda¬ 
cious lying to prevail against facts. It 
is worthy of notice that the elite of the 
workingmen, of, probably, the best edu¬ 
cated and most thoughtful nation in 
the world, have gone over to Socialism. 
In 1890 the Social Democracy polled 
i.4Z<).ooo votes, and furnish the large 
contingent of forty-eight members to 
the German Reichstadt. 

Look again at London! Socialism, 
under the leadership of the famous John 
Burns, has .achieved economic triumphs 
that arc wonderful. The great metrop¬ 
olis, roused into activity by tbe reso¬ 
lute and menacing attitude of Social¬ 
ism. provides municipal lodging 
houses, winter swimming baths, lava¬ 
tories, laundries, bakeries. electric 
lights, savings Imnks and scores of 
other public utilities, wbich tend to re¬ 
lieve the cares an<l burdens of the la¬ 
boring classes. 

.Ml these arc examples,of |)ractical 
Socialism, through which classes will 
cease to exist. Its advent, in tbcTtear 
future, is as inevitable as the rising of 
tomorrow's sun. 


.ten, Room t, INmIoIBco Bulldtnf. Open every 
evenioc. Bnslnees roeetlnge every Thursday at 
• P. m. Public lavltod. ^ 

MICHIGAN 

UrMch No. t, Bailie Crvek, llicb .4 taeeU 2ad and 4 th 
BUD^v of each nuntii. at 3 p. m. at lU W. Main Btmet. 
In ^ Joternatiooal CoocreM Hall. All are oordiaUy 
iDTited. L. C. Bogera Seqretarr. 

ACIHMBSOTA 

Bi^ch 1, Red Lake Palls, meets every other 
Sunday In real eatate office of Fred Oessweln. 
on Main fit. A. Kinsvburjr, lUcTBUuf. 

MlSSODBl. 

headquarters,' Room 7, 12 N. Fourth 
sL Address all communlcatlooa to B. Val Put¬ 
nam. Secretary. For Information concemtim' 
^ 0 *“° nranchea. Inquire at the above address. 

Branch No. 7, Kansas City, meets every 
TuMd«y at 8 p. m. at UOO Unloo Ave. O. J. 


K w branches of the Social 
c party organized since a 
are located at 
rille, Cal. 

Mass. 

fntario. Cal. 
ijj^naw, Mich, 
vfivinsville, Ind. 

^uicatine, Iowa. 

■ionisvillc, Ky. 

Braintree, Mass. 

^^Independence, Mo. 

Madison. Maine, 
i^nterville, Conn, 
slogan, Utah. 


KoUees of Branch Meettnys Insertod for 
f<l CenU per Month 


CALIPOKNIA 

Liberty Branch. San Frandsoo, holds public 
meeilnks every Sunday and Wedn^ay even- 
Inr#. commencln* at 8. Admission free. 

Lducatlonsl- meetings (for members) every 
S^pcskf^g^elc.*"* Bodology, Economics, Public 

day^el^nUig***^*”^ members) every Tburs- 

Membership, with advantage of Educational 
Course and Social Democratic Herald free t6 
each member. S cents per month. \ 

•ireeL swireury. John C. Wesley. 117 Turk) 

Branch No. L I^>s Angeles, meets every Bun- 
“ Wtjodmea’e flaU, la^ 
Bpnt^St. J. Fraac, 7uu Osytoo Are., Secretary. 


To Our Connecticut Readers 
All unattached Socialists in the state 
of Connecticut are requested to write 
L^uis Schlaf, 26 Spring street, Rock¬ 
ville, for information concerning the or¬ 
ganization of branches. 


Hew Hantpshlre Convention 

E ',The Social Democratic Tarty of New 
^Hampshire will hold a .state convention 
^torday. May 12, 1900,^0 o’clock 
fir®-. ® ^'L'’ ^Ianches^r, X. H., 
%fcr the purpose of nominating presiden- 
elwtors and a full state ticket; also 
nominate two candidates for con- 
and to tranpet such other bnsi- 
as may come before the conven- 
Cordon, Chairman. 

’Daniel Fisher, Secretary. 


Southern Califoriiia, Attention 
All Socialists in the seven southern 
counties of Southern California should 
now get to work and so far as possible 
form branches in every voting precinct. 
To further this end communicate at once 
with James T. VanRensselaer. i6i8 To- 
berman street, Los Angeles, Cal. 


inir.u.n.t. ---- 

Branch No. 5, Camden, N. J., meets every 3 d Sunday 
. For pertienUm addreaa Paul Eberdiim. 
1-*W Kaiirku't Avenue. 

. Branch No. 6 (Oerman). Paleraon. N. J.. maata 
w Mondays at 8 p. ro. atHelvetia UalL 

Honten 8 t, Karl Linder, Secretary, 346 

mund St. 

NEW YOBK. 

The CUy Central AdtaUon Committee of 
vtctnlty meet! Ilrat and 
« 1? every montb In Wllala'e HalL 

J'jj- Thomaa. Secretary. 

fcjuit Side Uranch. No. 1, New York, meeu 
every drat and third Thuraday at lu Clinton 
St. A. Quyer, Secretary, IS Suffolk St. 

Uranch No. 8 . «th Auembly Olatrtet. meeta 
and fourth Wednesdaya of the month at 
H.nryl.aue, 8 «™- 

Branch No. 4, Wait Side Branch. New York, 
meets second and fourth Tuesdays of eva^ 
W. Nth Su Elisa. 

b^h H. Thomas, Secretary. 

Branch No. i Hroddclyn, New York, meets every Batnr- 
***/ ? ‘ ^ MiHire 8 t. Viaitore welcome. Com* 

rMeA deiiring to orsanixe ehould communicate with 
Secretary Sol. Preeeinan, IW) Boemm 8 l. 

Branch No. 10. 4ih Asaambly DlatiicL meats 
every first and third Wednes&y of. the montb 
at the rtwms of The Voloa of Labor. 423 Grand 
St, Jacob Panken. Organiser, itt DlvUlon St. 

Branch No. 11, Brooklyn, headquarters. 2U 
Rutledge SL Meets every third Thursday at 
8.16 shaiy. All persons Interested are Invited to 
attend these meetings and co-operate In organ- 
branches In every district In the city 
wm. Butscher, Secretary. Ml Rutledge 8 u 
.11 "• at,regular m«>etinga sre held first snd 

St W elkHter Ball, 140Ui 8t. 
and rbird Av*., Bonjogh of the Bronx, K. Spranger, 
Secretary, 817 IS, 141*ih St, All pernona inteireted in 
SoeiaJiBm and the 8 . B. I*, are invited to attend. 

OHIO. 

^.®*«** Cleveland, meets In Ohlsen's 
Hall. 6 S York St. second and fourth Sundays at 
3 p. m. I..ectures, discussions, business meet¬ 
ings, first and third Fridays at 8 p. m. 

Br^ch No. 8 . Cleveland, meets first a.nd third 
V" month at 8 p, m. In Ohlsen's 
Ball, tt York St. Leotuxse 

Branch No. 4. Ciucinoati, moet* at Hirheiien Hali 
•outbeaat corner 0 th and Plum 8 U.. every Sunday at 2 
V'^‘“m^Jmddiecaasion*. Public Invited. Jor 
Jatrin. Secretary. UlUt'entralAvenne. 

Hrauch No- 6 . Dayton, Ohio, meets every 2d and 4th 
Friday eveomg. in Hall 27, (Central Trade* Coimeil 
Blt^k. Everyone interested in S^ialism invited. J. 
Box Chairman, W. Barringer. Secretary, P. O. 

Branch No. 8 . Cincinnati, meeta every seoc d 
Md fourth Saturday in Workingmen’s Hall, UiS 
Walnot 8 u F. Hamel. SecreUry, 1804 Frinty 8 t. 

Br^ch No. 11. German. Columbua Ed Grein¬ 
er, Secretary, 806 Mohawk St. 

rBNNSYLTANlA. 

Branch No. 2. Brie, meet* every Sunday, 3 p. m., at 
K^of L. Hail, 7l6 Slate St. Chairman, Joeepo Stain, 
SecreUry, J. K. Perry, 119 Saeaafras* St. ^ 

Branch No. 4. Pittsburg, meeta every Thure- 
day evening at 7:30 p. m. at Funk Hall, 8 . 14tb 
and Josephine Sts. W. Bohn. President, 244 Ad- 
dlson 8 l J. H. I-ewls, SecreUry, 831B Jane St. 

Branch Philsdeiphis, meeU every 

Friday st 423 8 . Third St. at 7 ’,90. DuMmuion from 8 to 
9. 1 Gerson. Secretary. 

WISCONSIN. 

Milwaukee .Central Committee meeU on the 
month at 8 p. m, sharp at 
^ Water St. Eugene H. Rooney, Secretary. 
John Doerfler, Treasurer. 

Branch No; 1 . MlIwaukM, met. .Tery .TCoaa 
arid fourth Tueiday -erenlns of the month at 
the Ethical Society BulMInc. 868 Jefferaon St. 
Vleltore alwaye welcome Howard Tuttle, 
Chairman. Eugene H. Rooney, Secretary. 

Branch No. 2, Milwaukee, meeta every second 
andfpnrth Friday m Geatke’* Hall, corner Green Bay 
aodCooeordia Ave. 

Branch No. 8 , Sheboygan, meets every fourth 
Thursday of the month at OusUv Burgard's 
Hall on Pennsylvania Aya R. Schoen, Secre- 
Ury-Treasurer, S. IZth St. 

Branch No, 4, Milwaukee, meets everV first 
and third Friday each rooatb at Mailer's Hall, 
comer 23d and Brown Sts. GMrge MoersobeL 
SecreUry, 891 Sth St. 

Branch No. 9. Milwaukee, meets every fourth 
Friday of the month at R. Slgel’e Half, south- 
asit corner Orchard 8 u and 9th Ave. O. Wild. Saere- 

branch No. 12, Milwaukee. meeU every first 
and third Thursday of each month at Knioi*HaU.n 
and ('antar 8 t.. at 8 p. m. SecreUry, Rudolph Loaaeh- 
rasD, 1126 23rd St. 


To Texas SocfallHts 
For purpose of State organization, the 
Bonham Social Democratic Branch re¬ 
quests that every Socialist in Texas 
who reads this notice, will please send 
name and address to the undersigned. 
Please attend to this at once. W. E. 
Farmer, Bonham, Texas. 

All Socialist papers please publish. 


In Aristocratic Pasadena 

■ send greeting to comrades 

throughout the land and wish them to 
know that we are doing a little some¬ 
thing to help the cause along and that 
.Soctalism is gaining ground even here 
in wealthy and aristocratic Tasadena. 
At the municipal election in April we 
hid candidates in the field for three 
trustees, the first time in its history that 
the city ever had a Socialist ticket. Out 
of 1 , 354 , the whole luimher of votes 
cast, one of our candidates received 6i. 
one 65 and one 93, an average of 6 jicr 
cent, thus giving us a standing as a po- 
Htical party. As I said, this is the first 
time a Socialist ticket was ever run in 
the city; four years ago, at the general 
election, I am told there was one vote 
for the S. L. P. W'c feel encouraged. 
We are at present holiling weekly meet¬ 
ings at the board of trade rooms and 
hope to be in good shape fo.r the cam¬ 
paign of 1900, and poll a good, respect¬ 
able vote for Debs and llarriinan. And 
in closing I cannot refrain from speak¬ 
ing a good word for these able men and 
true ^cialists. Debs created unbound¬ 
ed enthusiasm when here by his mas¬ 
terly presentation of our principles, and 
Harriman has lived among us for many 
years and we all know him to be true 
blue. Nothing will give me. and many 
othefs here, greater pleasure than to 
have an opportunity to cast a ballot for 
this ticket. O. T. Fellows. , 

Pasadena, Cal. 


rtr^cn hio. 6 (Crernmn), Cblcafio, moet* ©very 
*,*’:*' sVclock at Na«r. 

ifull. S36 Blue Island Ave, near 18ib St. Alfbin 
Gpisler. Secretary. 7 M W. aOlh SL 

Hninrh No. l<, (Bohetitiati) t’liicatfo, ineets»ecoDil and 
founh Suodny. sc 9 u. re., st 6UU2 Liucoiu .Street J A 
Arebrui. Serretsry. 494U Wood Street. 

J'Ij'csko, RiMU st 114« W. Slrd »U. first 
snd third Supdsys st 3 p. ro. Koi^well H. Johueou. 
becreisfy, 662 K. 5iCh St. ■ 

INDIANA. 

Branch No. 6 . IndianaiKills. meets first Satur¬ 
day uvenins and third Sunday aflumoon of each 
month at Helchweln’s Hall, corner Market and 
Noble Bis. 

IOWA. 

BrsDch No. 2, Hitemao, meet* every foarth Pridsy 
the mouth at opera house. S. B. Jatuieeou. chstrmsifi 
Jnmeii Fisbur. oriEsnixer; Jusoph Schollacut. secretary. 

KENTDCKV 

llrsDch No. 2, Covinfftou. meeu first sod third Wed¬ 
nesday eveoiuirs sod veound aod foorlb Snoday after- 
iiuou* of each month. All asitstiou ineetiosa except 
third meetiOK Id month. Good aiaeaker*. SecreUry F 
C. Stumpf. 8 th atrecL 

MARYLAND. 

Branch No. 1 , Baltimore, meets ©veiy Sunday 
S! ^ P* Carpenter’s HaU, 660 E. BalUmore 

St. Public Invited. 

Uranch No- 2 . Baltimore, meet* every Tnesday st 8 p. 
m. st Weniol ■ Hotel, S28 W. Camden at- Good speeche*. 
Public invited. Levin T. Junec. SecreUry, 202 W. 
Bsrre at. 

MASS A C U BB ETT 8 . 

The Massachusetts State Committee meeu tbo 
first Saturday of each month at J24 Wasblnkton 
St.. Boston. All dues and moneys Intended for 
(he Stato Committee should be sent to tbe 
financial sccretao’, A. McDonald, 104 W. Spring- 
field Su, Boston. All other correspondence 
ahould be addressed to the Corresponding Sec¬ 
retary, Margaret Halle, 6 Glenwood Si., Roz- 
bury. 

lirunch No.' 2. Holyoke, meets second and 
’■Mirth Mondays of each month at Springdale 
Turner HsU. H. Schhcliting, Ori;Boixer587, ^mer Bt. 

Branch No. 6 , Lynn, permanent headquarters. 
7X Mnoroe St. Boaines* meetioa everr Monday night 
st 7:311. UpenhouM. Public invited. Ilsrry Qotimer. 
Sec.. 423 StMX St. 

Hrsneh No. 9, Brockton, meet* tbe second snd fourth 
Toeedsyi of each rouoth st 8 p. m.'for bojiness st 
Socialist Hsil, Clark'* Block, corner Main snd (Tenter 
Su. Every ouijrode is expected to attend one meeting 
s month. Frank S. Wslsb. SecreUry,.62 (Treeoent SL 

Branch No. 16, Eaat Boston, meets every Mon¬ 
day at 8 p. m. at 99 Chelsea St MtM Jenny 
Si'gal, Secretary. 96 Chelsea SL 

Branch No. 18, Newburyport, meeta tbe eecond 
Mtiuday of each month, st Laet^r'* llaU. 87 Plestsnt 
Bt. T. H. ('hitnell. SecreUry, 16 (ToUioi St. A. L. Bin- 
ley, 2SS Uerrirosc St. 


PRACTICAL SOCIALISM 


By (Misrir* I’reoeh 

W'ouM a .sociali.stic form of goyi-rn- 
nifiit effect a siihslantial and beneficial 
change in the condition of the working 
classe.s? Though thi.'t question has 
been often answered befpre, further ex¬ 
planation ni.nv not be out of order, at a 
time when Socialism Ls regarded with 
tlcadly aversion by caintalists who pay 
liberally to have it reviled and misrep- 
re.sented. Nor ought it to he forgot¬ 
ten that a thousand evil prophecies have 
been uttered against it, none of which 
have yet been fulfilled. 

Sociali.sm may he broadly defined as 
a system of human government by 
which the distinction between labor and 
capital is aboli.shed, and the bounty 
which the Creator intended for all is di¬ 
vided among all. Its purpose is, also, 
to do away with the prevailing system 
of capitalism which gorges the few and 
condepins the many to rags and starva¬ 
tion. 

A western farmer asked me, a few 
weeks ago, if Socialism would enable 
him to make improvements on his farm 
without the' immediate liability of hav¬ 
ing his rent raised. He is, now. a ten¬ 
ant at will of an Irish landlord, who' 
collects rack-rents over an area of sev¬ 
enty thousand acres. 

Socialism, I answered, is peculiarly 
adapted to the needs of all farmers, e.s- 
pecially those who pay rent to absentee 
landlords. In the first place, your rent 
would amount to a mere fractional part 
of what you pay to he present owner. 
In the next place, all tariffs Would be 
abolished, as well as extortionate 
freight charges. You would, further, 
be rid of.the horde,of monopolists, rob¬ 
bers and deadbeats that are now riding 
upon the back of industry. 

Under the regime of Socialism your 
farming implements, clothing, and all 
other commodities would be purchasa¬ 
ble at cost prices. Even the old feudal 
system is preferable, to the modern one, 
in which you pay four enormous prof¬ 
its on every manufactured article you 
consume. Finally, you would have no 
taxes to pay; for the people, collective¬ 
ly owning every acre of land in the 
country, the rent therefrom would be 
amply sufficient to defray all the ex¬ 
penses of running the government. 

After listening attentively to these 
statements the farmer frankly avowed 
that my arguments had made him a 
convert to Socialism, 


THE SLAUGHTER OF THE INNOCENT 

By W. \\’. I’a.ssagc. 

The following is a local news item 
copied from the I'cbntary 28, 1900. is.sue 
of one oi the great New York dailie-': 

"'niirty-eight dead hahjes in the 
fiiorgUL were mute evidince-that yester¬ 
day was the coldest day of the winter, 
t )ue oi them, two days old. found in 
front of No. 247 West h'orty-sixth street, 
had heeu actually frozi’ii to death. It 
was wrappeil otily in a thin piece of 
luusliii. The other Ixslies were "uii- 
claimetl” de.id, their parents being too 
poor to bury them." 

What awful significance has this when 
we stop to coiisidcr dial it is the record 
for hut one day, and one city of many! 
Thirty-eight innocent babes, .starved, 
frozcni or perished frotu lack of medical 
attention; con.signed 10 unnamed .fnil 
unknown graves, in a city, which boasts 
of scores of millionaires ! 

We read with feelings of horror of the 
ancient, custom of the mother standing 
on the banks of the River Ganges, ami, 
impelled by religious superstition, ea.st- 
ing her babe into the dark water, where 
ferocious crocotliles waited to crush otit 
the young life into which was concen¬ 
trated that sacred maternal love of off¬ 
spring. that instinctive, bunting passion 
so intense. Itotli in mankind and the 
lower animals, that no physical or ma¬ 
terial sacrifice is gre.it enough to pre¬ 
vent its gratification. 

Hut what difference whether the babe 
be tom from its mother’s loving heart 
to satisfy the wrath or caprice of a 
heathen god or in irbedience to the 
cciually cruel demands of economic 
necessity—the god of commerce? Just 
this, and only this: Tlie fomier was the 
ignorant act of a fanatical, barbaric so¬ 
cial order: the latter is the conscious 
neglect of a more barbaric—because 
conscious—social order, which its chat¬ 
tering sponsors call "Christian civiliza¬ 
tion.” 

Merciful God, what a hideous carica¬ 
ture of Christianity! What a burlesque 
upon civilization! Suppose the parents 
of these babes were dissipated and im¬ 
provident, or even worse. Has organ¬ 
ized society no concern that the penalty 
falls upon their helples.s offspring? Has 
the cancer of commercialism so eaten 
out the soul of our people that they have 
no pity, no sentiment, no strong amt of 
justice and no courage to stretch it forth 
in protection of these innocent babes anil 
defiantly tax down to the last sou, if 
necessary, the surplus of those who 
spend $50 each for caskjts in which to 
bury pet dogs? 

If the injunction "Go sell what thou 
hast and give to the poor” does not 
mean at least that so long as anybody 
has a surplus none should suffer from 
lack of the necessaries of life, then the 
incident recorded in tlie scriptures has 
no meaning at all, and better be omitted 
from the religious ceremonies of those 
who, blinded by party idolatry or per¬ 
sonal g;ain, are ever conspiring to pre¬ 
sent the economic ematicipatioii of man¬ 
kind. Let them have an expurgated 
edition of the bible, as well as'of other 
great books, so that they may no longer 
claim the genuine edition as the source 
of their grotesque inspiration, and thus 
bring it into disrepute. 

Brooklyn. N. Y., March 6, 1900. 


The following county ticket has been 
Dominated by the Social Democrats of 
Butler county, Missouri: 

Representative—Carl Knecht. 

Sheriff—A. C. Ford. 

Collector—B. R. Armstrong. 
Treasurer—J. C. Roberts. , 

Assessor—R. C. Ed well. 

Public Administrator—J. I. Simpson. 
Judge Western District—H. C. Mc¬ 
Cullough. 

Judge Eastern District—G. W. Clem¬ 
ons. 


to Tennessee Socialists: For the 
pn^se of organizing branches and 
pitting a ticket out this fall, the under- 
»giied urges that you write to him at 
once. Also send him a list of all unat¬ 
tached Socialists. Wm. L. Hamilton. 
Organizer Branch No. i, 323 Russell 
street, Nashville, Tenn. 


TO ILLINOIS SOCIAL DEMOCRATS 

In accordance with a resolution 
passed on April 11, 1900, by the Chi¬ 
cago Central Committee of the Social 
Democratic Party, you are hereby noti¬ 
fied that there will be held a conven¬ 
tion of the Social Democratic Party of 
Illinois, for the purpose of nominating 
the following state officers, to be voted 
for on Tuesjfay, Nov. 6, 1900: Gov¬ 
ernor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary 
of State, Auditor of Public Accounts, 
Attorney General, State Treasurer, 
Three "rrustees of the Illinois State 
University, also 24 Presidential Elec¬ 
tors, and other officers. 

This convention will meet at No. 594 
East 63d Street, Chicago, Ill., on Sun¬ 
day, May 13, 1900, at 10 o'clock a. m. 

'The representation of said conven¬ 
tion will be by delegates chosen as 
follows: 

J'irs /.—Each branch shall be entitled 
to as many representatives as there are 
individual members in good standing, 
any representative if selected shall be 
entitled to one (l) vote for each mem¬ 
ber whose name is signed to his creden¬ 
tial; and provided further, that no 
member shall sign his name to more 
than one credential. 

Second .—Branches not sending their 
own representatives may select those 
of other branches of this state to repre¬ 
sent them; provided that in each case 
the representative shall hold the proper 
credential with the signature of mem¬ 
bers attached as herein provided. 

Third .—No member shall be quali¬ 
fied to serve as representative or en¬ 
titled to representation who has not 
been a member of tbe Party at least 
thirty (30) days prior tq the. opening 
day of the convention. 

Fourth .—All signatures of members 
attached to credentials, as herein pro¬ 
vided, shall be certified to by the 
chairman or secretary of their respec¬ 
tive branches. 

J. H. GREER. 

Chairman. 

CHAS. H. SOELKE, 

Secretary. 


The Social Democratic 


A successful college or university 
president nowadays is one who can beg 
the largest donations. 


PRICE 15 CENTS 

Sent postpaid on receipt of price 

Debs Publishing Co. 

TERRE HAUTE. IND, 


^ To Our Washington Readers 

Comrade D. Burgess of New What- 
^ com, Wash., has been selected as orgpn- 
iter for the state and is prepared to assist 
r tltt Socialists of Washington in organ- 
iting branches of the S. D. P. Corre- 
i rpondence addressed to him will receive 
f prompt attention. 

t ' — ■ , 

f.. North Dakota Socialists 

ij-w .. Socialists residing in North Dakota 
desiring to organize for effective 
propaganda work in that state are rc- 
, quested to correspond with Math. Eids- 
1' uess, Towner, N. D. 

Michigan Socialists 

ik^Y; ^ -Social Democrats and all unat- 
^gjAed Socialists residing in Michigan 
requested to write at once to Henry 
84 Railroad street. Battle 
Mich., and thus aid in placing a 
Democratic state ticket in the 


You will encourage tbe sale 
OF UNION LABEL GOODS 

Onion L»j»181k». domnod tb< nbon 
Dnion sump. No .boo U Dnlon nud. onJou It bun 
Uie Onion sump. No obant* or roynltr for tba Union 
Sump, ti.it jonribM do^r and Ul» no mxum. 
Mod tor Inurt lUt of factoriM. Snbacrlba for •• Tba 
Union Boot and Shoe Worker," 50 ete per year. 

Boot and Shoo Wickers Union* 

620 Atlantic Ats., Boetoo, Has*. 


He further an- 
nounced his intention of casting his bal¬ 
lot for Eugene V. Debs, w'hose plain 
title of “comrade” had, in his eyes, a 
more majestic sound than the proudest 
distinction which kings or potentates 
could confer. 

Let us, now, pass from the prairies to 
a three-room tenement in one of the 
eastern states. Here, is an unusually 
intelligent artisan, whose face is an em¬ 
blem of care and resignation. His wife 
and three children look as unhealthy as 
if they had come out of their graves. 
He knew, absolutely, nothing about 
Socialism, owing mainly to the political 
spy-system practiced in the factory in 
which he was employed. “Any man,” 
he said, “who ventured to express any 
radical views on political economy was 
pretty sure of ‘losing his job.’ ” 

Heaving a deep sigh, he informed me 
that it was only by the strictest econo¬ 
my and self-denial that he and his wife, 
for ten tiresome years, had been en- 
abIed -40 exist. Would Socialism, he 
inquired, enable him to make ends meet 
and ease the burd^s which rendered 
life intolerable. 


BRANCH SUPPLIES 

Charters.JiOC 

Membership Cards (per 100). I.OC 

Membership Appllcatlooe (100).31 

CoBStltntlons (each). .oa 

Send orders with cash to Theodore Debs, 
126 Washington Street, Chicago. No sap- 
piles sent OB credit. 


California Socialists 

Mlists resident in California and 
uembers of the Social Democratic 
'are requested to communicate 
John Carter, 929 Twenty-second 
L San Francisco. 


J. N. WbMlar... 
Wm. WIlkmiioB 
J. E.CaUl 2 U.... 
Ok,. MurlnUU. 
Adam .\ndanoa 
W. P. Borland.. 


.Genera, lUa. 

New Olarno, Wig. 
.Hew Olanu, Wt,. 


OnuL^ Neb. 
^?ide.Mocit 
BoxU/Wooh. 


.JackaoDTUle.llit* 


At PienoD.. 


Attention, Nebraska 

jOons living in Nebraska and ac- 
Wthe principles of Socialism are 
to communicate with T. A. 
3220 California street, Oma- 
a view to the organization of 
Hj** of the Soda] Democratic 


The Union Label 

on everythine yea bay is a guarantee 
that the prodneen thereof receive a 
fair rate of wages for its prodoction 

Insist on having the label 


IlUoola.. 
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could be secured in his stead. This 


Pocket Library 

of Socialism 


SAVE THE PARTY 

To all loyal members of the S. D. P.; 
"Save the Party.” should be the watch¬ 
word from now on. We ^re passing 
through an ordeal that tries men and 
shows the stuff they are made of. Those 
who profess to view the perfidy of the 
S. L. P. representatives as of little con- 
sefjtience muSt not forget that it was 
tho.se promises that made it possible for 
the Indianapolis convention to continue 
its negotiations for unification after the 
revolt of Thurstlay night and the ap¬ 
parent splitting of the party into two 
factions. The assurances of the S. L. 
P. members was so solemnly given that 
our mistrust, born of long years of bit¬ 
ter experience, was allayeti and the con¬ 
vention resumed Friday morning, joy¬ 
ous in the confidence that the party 
name would not be placed in jeopardy 
in the arranging of a union, of forces. 
The real intentions of the S. L. P. was 
revealed, however, when the conference 
committee began its sessions. 

nte report of the meeting of tiie New 
York conference given rcatlers of The 
Herald by Comrade llaile passed over 
the finale of the first.session of the joint 
committee on conference. This is to be 
regretted, as our members were entitled 
to know just what took place there, and 
more e.specially as the episode I allude 
to was the one dramatic event of the en¬ 
tire conference—the nub, in fact, of the 
whole suhsef|ucnt controversy. It un¬ 
masked the S. L. I’, members and ex¬ 
posed their real ulterior motives in 
"coming courting" to their former 
hated rival, the S. D. P. I feel justi- 
fi.:rl. therefore, in reviewing that portion 
of the proceedings, but will try to be as 
brief as ])ossiblc. 

The feeling ran high at Indianapolis 
.when the minority report on unification 
was passed, and only a sjtark was need¬ 
ed to cause an explosion. The spark 
was ftirnished by Comrade Carey, who 
made no secret of his tlesire for a new 
party. When, after Debs had.declined, 
he moved to indor.se both the nominees 
of the S. L. P. there w.as a revolt such 
as is seldom witnessed in a national con¬ 
vention. Only a motion to adjourn 
finally saved the convention from break¬ 
ing up in a riot. To all intents and pur¬ 
poses the party had split in twain anti 
in.stead of three Socialist parties it 
looked very much as if there would 
from thenceforth be four. There was 
dejection on all faces, and one or two 
delegates even left for their homes feel¬ 
ing tliat they hail actuallv witnessed the 
dissolution of the party that had been 
their pride and hope. That evening 
various attcm|>ts were made to harmo¬ 
nize the warring elements. One of the 
re.sults of this distressing state of things 
was the final, reluctant consent of Eu¬ 
gene \'. Debs to accept a presidential 
nomination in order that the party 
might be saved, .\nothor was the 
pledge given by the S. L. P. representa¬ 
tives. Harriman, Hilqtiit anil Hayes, to 
agree to a unification of the parties un¬ 
der the name. Social Democratic Party. 
They saw that there was no other way 
out. that if they did not yield this point 
thjd the plan for union would come to 
a ^op. as the S. D. P. would itself di¬ 
vide into (actions. This action of the 
^.JL. P. members made it possible for 
the factions in our convention to come 
together again, and this, and Comrade 
Debs’ acceptance of the presidential 
nomination made the final day's session 
a veritable love feast. .-S. committee of 
nine on unification was named and so 
great was the trust in the assurances of 
the S. L. P. delegates that the party 
name would not be placed in jeopardy 
tliaf the minority report was left undis¬ 
turbed, it being felt that the intent of 
the convention was so clear and undis¬ 
puted that no danger could be looked 
for from that source. When we of the 
committee of nine held a session after 
the convention was over, Hilquit of 
New York asked that the regular joint 
session of the two party committees be 
held in New York two weeks from that 
date. He wanted the deliberations held 
in his city, he said, because it was the 
head center of his party and it would 
thus be the easier to reconcile his peo¬ 
ple to the understanding about the 
name. He wanted the date fixed as he 
requested because he felt that two 
weeks’ work would be sufficient to pre¬ 
pare his people for the name. One ob¬ 
jection that we of the west (Hoehn ex¬ 
cepted) had to the date asked for was 
that there was strong probability that 
Comrade Berger (who had received the 
highest numbec of votes when our com¬ 
mittee was chosen) would be unable to 
attend, owing to the fact that he ex¬ 
pected an increase in his family at about 
that date. Upon learning this, the S. L. 
P. members insisted the more, and 
enough of our committee thoughtlessly 
walk^ into the snare to give the propo¬ 
sition enough votes to carry it. I also 
wished for another date, as it would 
take me away from the Milwaukee cam¬ 
paign, which I had to desert al¬ 
ready to be present at the convention in 
Indianapalis. The conference of the 
two conunitteer. as you know, convened 
in New York, Sunday morning, .two 
weeks later. After some preliminaries 
had been gone through, I was dis¬ 
tressed to find that instead of legislating 
for the best interests of a future move¬ 
ment, a determination to dicker for par¬ 
tisan advantage, especially on the part 
of the S. L. P. members, began to man¬ 
ifest itself, and I finally arose and urged 


that we drop all idea of party interests 
and direct all our efforts at doing the 
things that were wisest for the future. 
1 think most of pur committee felt the 
same as I did. but it soon became mani¬ 
fest that the S. L. P.’s did not. To my 
a.stonishment Benham led off with a 
long written speech on the subject of 
party name, in which he attacked the 
name. Social Democratic Party, in a 
pettifogging way. Some of the argu¬ 
ments were laughable, others were dis¬ 
creditable as coming from an avowed 
Socialist. It thus became evident that 
the S. L. P. intended to make the name 
an issue after all, and I -was naturally 
indignant that our people should have 
been thus lured into our opponent’s ter¬ 
ritory under false pretenses. I won¬ 
dered what attitude Hiliiuit. Harriman 
and Hayes would take, and resolved 
that if they went back on their pledges 
that I would urge the withtlrawal of 
our committee. When Benham had 
finished. Hilquit followed in his turn 
with an indorsement of Benham’s ar¬ 
guments (the paper of P.enham’s had 
been prepkred the night before, it ap¬ 
pears, in a caucus held by the S. L. P. 
people. Our people held none, not sup¬ 
posing that we were there for sharp 
party bargainings). Later, Harrintan, 
in a cautiously worded speech, also 
[troved recreant to his pledges. .As the 
floor had to be spoken for in advance, I 
then said that I wished to speak on the 
subject, but that I first wished to hear 
what Committeeman Hayes had to say 
(he having been loudest in his promises 
to work for the name. Social Demo¬ 
cratic party). moment later Hayes 
took up his hat and slipped quietly out 
of the hall, and he did not return during 
the balance of the session. It had now 
become late, anti we Iiatl practically 
wasted a (lay in arguing over the name 
matter, when it had been under.stood 
that it was not to be subject for discus¬ 
sion, 1 therefore moved that the spec¬ 
tators. who almost crowded the hall.to 
suffocation, be asked to retire, as I had 
a matter I wishetl to bring forward, that 
for the sake of the S. L. P. members f 
preferred to have di.scussed in the pres¬ 
ence of the committee only. 1 assured 
the sjtectators that they would know all 
that took place in proper time, as the 
committee was having shorthand notes 
taken of the entire proceedings. When 
the crowd had retired 1 took the floor 
and reviewed the meeting at Indianapo¬ 
lis and the reasons urged for holding 
•the conference in New York, charging 
bad faith and broken pledges. .A hot 
debate en.sued. Harriman and Hiltjuit 
making the excuses for their conduct 
already known to you. Finally, as it 
was already well into the evening, an 
adjournment had to be taken, as the 
hall was rented for another purpose. 1 
su]>))oseil that the majority of our com¬ 
mittee would refuse to go on with the 
conference because of the trick played 
upon us. but at a caucus we held later in 
the evening I found that this was not to 
be expected. One or two of the mem¬ 
bers did not seem to grasp the true sig¬ 
nificance of the situation, and' Comrades 
Haile and Stedman. and also Lonergan. 
felt practically as I did. but wanted to 
go on with the conference and thus get 
the full measure of the tj. L. P. game. 
Alas! -they got it in full and heaping 
metisure! They had the privilege of 
seeing the plan adroitly laid to take the 
movement as far away as possible, from 
the environment in which it had grown 
to lusty strength, the headquarters 
tucked away in a corner in easy reach of 
New A'drk, the Social Democratic Her¬ 
ald throttled, and the name wiped off 
the slate, etc., etc. 

I qold them in our caucus that they 
would be tricked at every point, and 
that the conference had turned out to 
be a battle of wits instead of a sober- 
minded meeting in the true interests of 
the Socialist movement. If they went 
ahead they must not count on me.' I 
lay awake a ^ood share of the night 
thinking the sttmation over, and in the 
morning announced my decision to 
have nothing more to do with the con¬ 
ference. I was not able to pursuadc the 
others to take a like stand, however, but 
I predicted to them just about what the 
outcome proved to be. 

So much for the unreported part of 
the conference. Now to other matters. 
Messrs. Harriman and Hilquit in their 
joint letter say I was satisfied with their 
explanation as to their broken prom¬ 
ises. This is not true, and I am forced 
to say that they knew it was not when 
they wrote it. Benham says,Hayes did 
not attack the name S. D. P. But that 
was not Ha;''es’ offense. Instead of 
supporting the name‘■vigoroush’, as he 
promised, he printed a few perfunctory 
lines in his paper, and at the conference 
ran away when specially called on to 
express himself on the subject. His ex¬ 
cuse is that he had to speak at certain 
meetings. What sort of an excuse is 
this? Harriman and Hilquit conven¬ 
iently quote from the stenographic re¬ 
port of the conference. Why has that 
stenographic report been withheld from 
the members of both parties? The S. 
L.^P. has the report, the stenographer 
being employed in Hilquit’s office. Are 
there things in it (such, (or instance, as 
the" rabid speeches of Sieverman and 
Stone) that they wish to suppress? 

Comrade Butscher says Comrade 
Berger violated a great trust by not at¬ 
tending the conference, and that he 
should have notified the committee that 
he could not be present, so some one 


sounds well from a man whose vote 
helped make it impossible for Berger 
to be present. ITie fact is that Com¬ 
rade Berger did not^ve up hope of be¬ 
ing present until the committee was 
actu^ly in session. I did not know 
when I left Milwaukee whether or not 
he might not be able to follow on a 
later train. It all depended on how 
matters went in his household. I told 
Butscher so when I reached New York. 
Perhaps he has forgotten. 

The New York conference gave the 
lie to all the protestations of good and 
disinterested intentions made to us by 
the representatives of the S. L. P. and 
should put us on our guard in all future 
dealings with that party. We have in 
our keeping the integrity of the Social 
Democratic movement, and we must 
not undervalue the trust. The only way 
to an united Socialist movement in this 
country is through the .steady, onward, 
self-respecting advance of the Social 
Denjocratic Party. Tliese men who arc 
so friendly and innocent n'bw. that union 
will save their party from dissolution, 
were members and fellow-workers with 
our detractors, yet never raised a finger 
in protest. A\'hy? Becau.se at least 
some of them were themselves engaged 
in throwing mud at us. Did any one 
hear a protest from Job. Harriman or 
Moritz Hilquit? Or from Sieverman. 
Malkiel, LaMonte. Stone or Matchett? 
Only recently the last named referred 
to us as “a semi-socialistic party!" 
Harriman. until only recently, gave the 
attacks on us the sanction of his silence. 
He now asks us to believe that the S. 
L. P. on July to last put an end to the 
abuse of our party, but that is not true. 
"We i)ut the man who was doing srtHi 
work out t>f the party last July,” he 
says (and this is still further untrue, as 
DeLeon was not put out of'the party— 
the party split into two factions), "and 
repudiated his actions and methods." 
Is that true, Mr. Harriman? Let us 
see. .Among those having seats of 
honor on the stage at the "Unification" 
meeting at Cooper Union shortly after 
the New York conference wds Malki"! 
(my sentimental friend Butscher will 
probably in.si.st that it is "Comrade" 
Malkiel). Now I- want to ipiote briefly 
from an article of Afalkiel’s in the anti- 
DeLeon f’co]>lc of quite recent date, in 
which he calls the Social- Democratic 
Party a middle-class party, made up of 
"Capitalist (loliticians out of a job, ad¬ 
venturers. (Mtlitical tricksters, working¬ 
men both honest and dishonest, etc." 
Debs, he says, was used as a cloak to 
get workingmen into the (tarty, and 
then the fellow continues. "I will not 
refer to Debs or his per.sonality, al¬ 
though much can be said which will 
throw a bright light u(ion subsequent 
events." Nor am I ((uoting the most 
miserable jtarts of his article, cither. He 
s|jcaks of our "unclean membership" 
and comitares Debs with DeLeon! 

The fact is that the split in the S. L. 
P. did not divide the .sheep from' the 
goats, ft was a trial of strength for the 
mastery of the (tarty machinery, and 
when the big fight was over the conduct 
of eachi faction showed how much alike 
they were. DeLeon called the Volks- 
zi'itung peo()le "kangaroos." and the 
A’olkszeitung people called the De- 
Leonites "skunks.” .And even though 
the A'olkszeitung peo()le were on their 
frenzy that is now demanding union at 
any cost (and yet surprising, consider¬ 
ing the prominence of the persons who 
descend to it), is found in the statement 
issued by the majority of the conference 
committee. It holds that the manifesto 
of the national board was a usurpation 
and then gives out this great scintila- 
tion of statesmanship; "And though 
no other reason e.xis'.ed, THIS ONE 
alone ju.stifies the mem'ofci s of the S. D. 
P. in voting yes on the question of 
union.” 

Think of it! Upon such a petty rea¬ 
son as this, men like Butscher, Loner¬ 
gan, Hoehn. Carey and Chase would 
hang the fate of the Social Democratic 
Party. 

.As I write I find that the S. L. P. is 
rushing in a vote of its members on the 
report of the majority of the confer¬ 
ence. See the game and the fairness of 
it! This shuts off a vote on a possible 
minority report and is also calculated to 
impress some of pur emotional mem¬ 
bers of the great desire of the S. L. P. 
for union. We have in our midst men 
who think more of the S. L. P. than 
they do of their own (Jarty, and these 
will doubtless see nothing unfair in this 
conduct of the other side. But even if 
the plan for unification falls through, 
the S. L. P. ’will have won any way! It 
will have succeeded in bringing dissen¬ 
sion into the ranks of its rival, and this 
will give it a chance for a little longer 
life than it could have otherwise ex¬ 
pected. It will have ’’mussed us up” in 
the midst of a presidential year, and just 
at a time when we were ready to sweep 
eyerytlung before us. The S. L. P. is a 
bird of ill-omen. It has brought trouble 
to everything it has come in contact 
with, it remains to be seen how se¬ 
riously we shall suffer from our brief 
experience. Frederic Heath. 


The Social Democratic Party of .America 
declares that life, liberty and happiness depend 
npon equal political and economic righu. 

In our economic development'an ind’aStrial 
revolution has taken place, the individual tool 
of former years having become the social tool 
of the present. The individual tool'was owned 
by the worker who emplt^ed himself and was 
master of his product The social tool, the 
machine, is owned by the capitalist and the 
worker is dependent upon him for employ- 
ment The capitalist thus becomes the master 
of the worker and is able to appropriate to 
himself a large share of the product of hi; 
labor. 

Capitalism, the private ownership of the 
means of production, is responsible for the in¬ 
security of subsistence, the poverty, misery 
and degradation of the ever-growing majority 
of our people; but the same economic forces 
which have produced and now intensify the 
capitalist system will necessitate the adoption 
of Socialism, the collective ownership of the 
means of production for the common good 
and welfare. 

The present system of social production and 
private ownership is rapidly converting society 
into two antagonistic classes—i. e., the capital¬ 
ist class and the propertyless class. The mid¬ 
dle class, once the most powerful of this great 
nation, is disappearing in the mill of competi¬ 
tion. The issue is now between the two class¬ 
es first named. Our political liberty is now of 
little value to the masses unless used to acquire 
economic liberty. 

lndei>endent political action and the trade 
union movement are the chief emancipating 
factors of the working class, the one represent¬ 
ing its political, the other its economic wing, 
and both must co-operate to abolish the cap¬ 
italist system. 

Therefore the Social Democratic Party of 
America declares its objec, to be; 

First—The organization . of the working 
class into a political party to conquer the 
public powers now controlled by capitalists. 

Second—The abolition of wage-slavery by 
the estabiishmciu of a national system of co¬ 
operative industry, based upon the social or 
common ownership of the means of produc¬ 
tion and distribution, to be administered by 
society in the common interest of all its mem¬ 
bers, and the complete emancipation of the 
socially useful classes from the domination of 
capitalism. 

The working class and all those in sym-’ 
pathy with their historic mission to realize 
a higher civilization should sever connection 
with all capitalist and reform parties and unite 
with the Social Democratic Party of America. 

The control of. political power by the Social 
Democratic party will be tantamount to the 
abolition of all class rule. 

The solidarity of labor connecting the mil¬ 
lions of class-cons'cious fellow-workers 
throughout the civilized world will lead to in¬ 
ternational Socialism, the brotherhood of man. 

As steps in that direction, we make the fol¬ 
lowing demands: 

First—Revision ol our federal constitution, 
in order to remove the obstacles to complete 
control of government by the people irre¬ 
spective of sex. 

Second—The public ownership of all indus¬ 
tries controlled by monopolies, trusts and com¬ 
bines. 

Third—The public ownership of all rail¬ 
roads, telegraphs and telephones; all means 
of transportation, and communication; all 
water-works, gas and electric plants, and other 
public utilities. 

Fourth—The public ownership of all gold, 
silver, copper. lead, iron, coal, and other 
mines, and all oil and gas wells. 

Fifth—The reduction of the hours of labor 
in proportion to the increasing facilities of 
production. 

Sixth—The inauguration of a system of pub¬ 
lic works and improvements for the employ-, 
mcnl of the unemployed, the public credit to 
be utilized for that purpose. 

Seventh—Useful inventions to be free, the 
inventor to be remunerated by the public. 

Eighth—Labor legislation to be national, in¬ 
stead of local, and international when possible. 

Ninth—National insurance of working peo¬ 
ple against accidents, lack of employment and 
want in old age. 

Tenth—Equal civil and political rights, for 
men and women, and the abolition of all laws 
discriminating against women. 

Eleventh—The adoption of the initiative 
and referendum, proportional representation, 
and the right of recall of representatives by 
the voters. 

Twelfth—Abolition of war and the introduc¬ 
tion of international arbitration. 
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ATTITUDE TOWARD TRADES UNIONS 

In accordaneywith our declaration of prin¬ 
ciples we dcclah that the trades union move¬ 
ment and independent political action are the 
chief emancipating factors of the wage-work¬ 
ing class. We recommend to the members of 
the Social Democratic party the following 
general rules: 

First—^Join the union of your res(>ective 
trade. 

Second—Assist in building up and strength¬ 
ening the trade union movement. 

Third—Support the union labels of all 
crafts. 

Fourth—Educate your fellow-unionists on 
the question of Socialism and the labor move¬ 
ment, on economic and political lines. 

Fifth—It shall be your duty t6 work for the 
unity of the labor movement, thereby recog¬ 
nizing the fact that the emancipation of the 
working class can only be achieved by the 
united efforts of this class. 

Sixth--Educate the members of the unions 
in the principles of Socialism and induce them, 
individually, to affiliate with the Social Demo¬ 
cratic party. 

Seventh—Trades unions are by historical ne- 
cessity organized on neutral grounds, as far as 
pojitical affiliation is concerned. The trades 
union is the arena where all wage-workers 
may be brought together for joint action to 
resist the encroachments of capitalism on the 
economic field and. to participate in the class 
struggle of the proletariat which will finally 
develop into the political alignment of the 
forces of labor in the struggle for proletarian 
emancipation. 


The following is a list of comrade* 
who have agreed, in response to ^e 
appeal of the National Executive 
Board, to contribute monthly for one 
year to the national fund. Other names 
will be added as they are received. 
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